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had caused heavy losses to Hannibal's army, especially to
what may be called his * tanks'—the armed elephants. But
his missing men and horses were replaced by the Gauls ; and
he hoped in future to detach her Italian allies from Rome.
The Samnites were the most doubtful in their allegiance ;
and therefore Hannibal's immediate object was to penetrate
to south Italy, where it would not be difficult for him to
receive reinforcements from Carthage also. This plan of
campaign was brilliantly carried out. One great Roman army
after another was defeated—on the Ticinus and on the Trebia
in the north, and at Lake Trasirnene in central Italy. In the
south decisive battle was offered by the Romans at Cannae
in Apulia in 216 B. c.; and this also ended in the utter defeat
of the Roman army and the destruction of Roman citizens
and allies by tens of thousands. By this victory Hannibal
became master of south Italy : he could communicate freely
with Carthage and Spain and form a direct connexion with
Macedonia, whose eyes had been opened by the Roman victories
in Illyria to the fact that the Eastern interests of the two
powers were diametrically opposed to one another.
But even when a multitude of Roman citizens and allies
lay dead on the battle-fields of Italy, the Roman cause was by
no means lost and the task of Hannibal by no means at an
end. This was the crisis of the war. Hannibal reckoned that
Rome would be forced to conclude peace by defeat, defection
of allies, and the menacing attitude of Macedonia. When the
Carthaginians had moved from Apulia into Campania, when
Capua, Rome's ancient ally, had opened her gates to Hannibal,
and especially when Syracuse, after Hiero's death, proved an
unfaithful friend, and Macedonia formed an alliance with
Carthage, the feeling of depression was general at Rome.
But in that dark hour the rulers of the state rose to the
height of the situation. They brought into the field the whole
free population of the country ; they even included a part of
the slaves, to whom they promised freedom. The allies of
Rome increased their efforts. Hannibal's hope that Rome
would be stripped of her allies was not realized: the Latins
remained loyal, and most other Italian cities preferred Roman
rule to that of Semitic foreigners. The position of Hannibal
was therefore embarrassing. His force was not sufficient to
advance into Latium and there to take one fortress after
another, and finally Rome itself. It is probable that the
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